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BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN EMBALMING, 
BOSTON, Dec. 1, 1909. 
To His Excellency EBEN S. DRAPER, Governor of the CommonweaUh. 
SIR : - We have the honor herewith to present the fourth 
annual report of the Board of Registration in Embalming. 
In submitting our report for the past eleven months we beg 
leave to state that we labor under a disadvantage from the new 
rule adopted by the State, beginning the fiscal year on Decem-
ber 1. It is in the middle period of the payments for renewal 
of registration, which is exacted by the law, thereby depriving 
this Board, in a financial way, of several hundred dollars. 
This will appear only in this report, as new rules are deemed 
~dvisable to conform to the new conditions. 
The report as submitted will show a general retrenchment 
along the lines of expense incurred, which has been our effort 
with every year. A perusal of our reports will show a general 
reduction in expenditures, while it does not affect the good 
work and efficiency of the Board. 
We shall add to the fund already deposited with the Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth a substantial sum, thereby guar-
anteeing to the State, also to the registered embalmers, a 
continuance of the standard of work already established by this 
Board. Upon the reappointment of John A. Weinbeck, the 
Board was organized as originally: Thomas H. Reilly, chair-
man; Frederick L. Briggs, secretary; John A. Weinbeck, 
member. 
We feel that our efforts have been appreciated by the em-
balmers throughout the State, by their cheerful conformity to 
the law and valuable assistance in matters pertaining thereto. 
4 EMBALMING. [Jan. 
The conditions at the present time, strengthened by the 
experience of the past four years, make it apparent that we 
have reached the fullest interpretation and meaning of the law 
as passed, applying to registered embalmers and those engaged 
in this branch of business in this State. We have accomplished 
all that can be, under the law as it exists to-day . We need 
new laws to strengthen and perfect the present one, to guide 
the professional embalmer, and to safeguard and protect the 
public. 
Chapter 78, section 44, of the Revised Laws, provides for the 
appointing of undertakers; the appointing power should be 
vested in the boards of health, as at present. This section 
should be so amended that the appointment should be made 
subject to the approval of the Board of Registration in Em-
balming, the appointee showing his proficiency and fitness after 
qualifying by an examination exacted by this Board. 
A more accurate record of interments should be made 
throughout the State, and can be accomplished by a uniform 
permit, as p,dopted by this Board, but not generally used by 
the boards of health of the cities and towns. 
During the year the Board has held six meetings and the 
fullest consideration has been given the matters pertaining to 
the practice of embalming in this State. There have been three 
examinations held during the year. One was special, in order 
to meet the demand that presented itself, which experience 
teaches us will not be warranted in the future. 
There were received by this Board 77 applications for regis-
tration; of the above number that appeared and took an exam-
ination, 7 were second examinations, 11 failed to meet the 
requiremen ts. 
Fees received from 70 applicants, $350; from 7 second, $21; 
for renewal of registration for 1910, ,2,112; balance brought 
forward, $7,264.91; making a total of $9,747.91. The ex-
penses, as shown by the following statement, were $1,423.16, 
leaving a balance of $8,324.75 in favor of the Board. 
l 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES. 
Wright & Potter Printing Company, printing, 
J. L. Fairbanks & Co., stationery, books, etc., 
Goodwin & Rimbach, rooms for meetings, food and inci-
dentals, 
New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, telephone, 
Clerical services from Dec. 31, 1908, to Dec. 1, 1909, 
Postage, 
Gas Light Company, gas, . 
Robert E. Bartlett, engrossing certificates, 
Globe-Wernicke Company, filing cabinet, 
Thomas H. Reilly, transportation and incidentals, . 
John A. Weinbeck, transportation and incidentals, 
Salary, Thomas H. Reilly, 
Salary, Frederick L. Briggs, 
Salary, John A. Weinbeck, 
5 
$233 19 
10 64 
44 40 
84 94 
603 00 
54 98 
19 68 
6 60 
32 50 
18 00 
15 23 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
$1,423 16 
THOMAS H. REILLY, Chairman, 
FREDERICK L. BRIGGS, SeC1°etary, 
JOHN A. WEINBEOK, 
Board of Registration in Embalming. 
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